In this paper we test the weak Porter hypothesis on a sample of European economies in the period 1995-2008. We focus on the channels through which tighter environmental regulation affects productivity and innovation. Our findings suggest that the "weak" Porter hypothesis cannot be rejected and that the choice of policy instruments is not neutral. In particular, market based environmental stringency measures seem to be the most suitable to stimulate innovation and productivity growth. Consistently with the strategic reorientation of environmental policies in the European Union since the end of the eighties, our results indicate that the EU might privilege market based instruments in order to meet more effectively the 2030 targets, especially through the channels of innovation and productivity enhancement.
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Introduction
The conventional perception about environmental protection is that it imposes additional costs on firms, which may reduce their global competitiveness with negative effects on growth and employment. But, at the same time, more stringent environmental policies can stimulate innovations that may over-compensate for the costs of complying with these policies (Porter and Van der Linde 1995) . This is known as the Porter hypothesis and it suggests the existence of a double dividend -environment and competition are not incompatible since properly designed environmental regulation can stimulate innovation which in turn will increase competitiveness.
The goal of inducing environmental innovation and enhancing productivity is a significant challenge to policymakers.
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The European Union has been very sensitive and active in the design of environmental and climate regulation policies since the beginning of the 1970s. The European Commission can be identified as a motivating force in global environmental negotiations that strongly supported the achievement of the two United Nations climate 1 Pollution is a negative environmental externality, while innovation is a positive externality. Therefore, without a public intervention to manage these two market failures, firms pollute too much and innovate too little compared with the social optimum. As such, investments and thus, innovation to develop "green" technology are likely to be below the social optimum because, for them, the two market failures are mutually reinforcing (Jaffe et al. 2005) . In 2007, EU leaders endorsed an integrated approach to climate and energy policy and committed to transform Europe into a highly energy-efficient, low carbon economy. They made a unilateral commitment that Europe would cut its emissions by at least 20% compared to 1990 levels by 2020.
Recently, the European Commission approved new headline targets for 2030, reducing greenhouse gases emissions by at least 40% compared to the 1990
2 As of 2013, the EU ETS covers more than 11,000 factories, power stations, and other installations with a net heat excess of 20 MW in 31 countries-all 28 EU member states plus Iceland, Norway, and Liechtenstein. The installations regulated by the EU ETS are collectively responsible for close to half of the EU's emissions of CO2 and 40% of its total greenhouse gas emissions. The scheme has been divided into a number of "trading periods". This paper investigates the channels through which tighter environmental regulation affect productivity and innovation. Our analysis is focused on a sample of European economies over the period [1995] [1996] [1997] [1998] [1999] [2000] [2001] [2002] [2003] [2004] [2005] [2006] [2007] [2008] . We contribute to the existing literature which evaluates the impact of environmental regulation on innovation and productivity by adopting a cross-country macroeconomic perspective. Moreover we distinguish between command and control and market based environmental policy instruments to examine whether environmental regulation has a differential effect on innovation and productivity.
The paper is organized as follows: section II provides some stylized facts about environmental policy in the European Union, section III describes the data set, the empirical model and the estimation strategy, section IV illustrates empirical findings. Conclusions follow.
II. Survey of recent empirical literature
Innovation is a core element to guarantee the coexistence of economic growth and environmental improvements (e.g. the double dividend). As a consequence, it is extremely relevant to identify sound environmental policy designs to foster the development and diffusion of 'environmental friendly'
technologies. There is a large body of literature suggesting that market based instruments are more likely to induce innovation than direct forms of regulation. However, empirical investigation of the consequences of environmental regulation at the macroeconomic level is rather scant, heterogeneous and mostly developed in the context of international trade.
5
Only few studies documented the effect of more stringent environmental regulation on productivity and environmental innovation adopting a cross-country perspective but the empirical evidence is fairly inconclusive.
6
Most of the empirical studies developed so far take a microeconomic perspective.
7
Empirical findings are typically very context-specific and focused on different indicators of efficiency and innovation (e.g. multifactor productivity, patent counts or efficiency score). As a consequence, the size and the sign of the identified effects are hardly comparable.
Further, the evidence about the positive impact of tighter environmental regulation on environmental innovation is rather weak (Lanjouw and Mody, 1996; Popp, 2006; De Vries and Withagen, 2005) . But, the 'narrow' version of the Porter hypothesis -more stringent environmental regulation will increase environmental innovation -is instead well supported by the data. Jaffe and Palmer (1997) and Lanoie et al. (2011) estimate the relationship between total R&D expenditure and pollution abatement costs and find a positive correlation.
In a recent paper, Albrizio et al (2014) look at the effect of environmental stringency policy changes on productivity growth in the OECD countries. In this paper we test the weak 8 Albrizio et al (2014) . 9 The weak version of the Porter Hypothesis implies that environmental regulation will lead to an increase in environmental innovation. The strong version of the Porter Hypothesis claims that the cost savings from the improved production processes are sufficiently large to increase hypothesis assuming that certain types of environmental regulation, those designed to target the outcome rather than the design of the production processes, are more likely to increase innovation and improve the performance of a company.
Our empirical strategy is twofold. First we test for the direct influence of environmental policies on productivity growth and on the accumulation of technological and innovation capital (ICT, R&D). Then we investigate whether those countries where the degree of environmental regulation and innovation intensity were relatively higher experienced faster productivity growth.
To analyze this assumption we adopt a difference in difference approach as in Rajan and Zingales (1998) who proposed an estimation model with interactions to test the impact of financial development on industry growth.
Their approach has been widely adopted in the finance and industry growth literature to analyze the effects of labor market institutions on comparative advantage and productivity (e.g. Cingano et al., 2010; Cuat and Melitz, 2010) , to investigate the relation between human capital and comparative advantage (e.g. Ciccone and Papaioannou, 2010) , and to examine the economic consequences of firm size, entry regulation, transaction costs, fiscal policy, risk sharing, and foreign aid (e.g.; Michelacci and Schivardi, 2010) .
We start from a standard production function augmented with environmental policy variables to check for the direct impact of environmental regulation on productivity growth:
competitiveness. It rejects the assumption of perfect markets with profit maximizing firms and assumes instead that firms are not operating fully efficiently by leaving some profit opportunities unused. Environmental policies might hence induce the firm to rethink their production process.
Where Y is an indicator of labor productivity (LP or MFP) X is a set of controls Then we investigate the correlation between a set of environmental stringency proxies and two measures of technological and innovation capital stock (i.e.
ICT, R&D) in equation 2 below. The main hypothesis is that environmental regulation is likely to have a positive direct impact on the accumulation of technological and innovation capital. More stringent environmental regulation is assumed to foster ICT and R&D investments since they are key elements to reduce the environmental footprint of economic activities. If this assumption is empirically supported we can also make inference about the channels through which environmental stringency indirectly affects productivity growth.
If α2 is positive and significant we can take the results as an "indirect" test of
WVPH.
As for environmental stringency indicators, it is relevant to notice that policy makers have the power of choosing between alternative policy instruments, and that their choice is strongly influenced by the degree of incentives to develop environmental friendly technologies. In particular, there are two main categories of policy instruments: i) market-based instruments providing incentives to the reduction or removal of negative environmental externalities
and ii) command and control instruments that are more strict compared to market-based instruments (i.e. emission standards, process/equipment specifications, limits on input/output/discharges).
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We initially evaluate the direct and indirect effect of the new Environmental Policy Stringency (EPS) index, developed for the OECD countries by Botta and Koźluk (2014), on productivity growth. The EPS is a composite indicator based on the aggregation of quantitative and qualitative information on selected environmental policy instruments into one comparable, countryspecific proxy of environmental policy stringency.
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The EPS covers 24 OECD countries over the period 1990-2012, and it is particularly useful for our macroeconomic, cross country approach since it reduces a complex of multidimensional policies into a comparable countryspecific measure.
11 The environmental economics literature has broadly discussed the incentives for the adoption and development of environment-friendly technologies provided by different policy instruments. The debate was in fact dominated by the opposition between command-and-control versus economic and market driven approach, the first being considered inferior compared to the second. See Malueg (1989) and Fisher et al. (2003) 12 The indicator is based on the taxonomy developed by De Serres et al. (2010) and the subcomponents are all weighted equally. A market-based subcomponent groups instruments which assign an explicit price to the externalities (taxes: CO2, SOX, NOX, and diesel fuel; trading schemes: CO2, renewable energy certificates, energy efficiency certificates; feed in-tariffs; and deposit-refund-schemes), while the non-market component clusters command-and-control instruments, such as standards (emission limit values for NOX, SOX, and PM, limits on sulphur content in diesel), and technology-support policies, such as government R&D subsidies.
Chart 1. Environmental Policy Stringency Indicator (EPS)
Source: Albrizio 2014.
Then we test four different measures of environmental regulation that can be considered "EU specific". They include command and control (i and ii) and We included both types of environmental regulation since related literature supports the assumption that the impact of marked based and command and control policy instruments on innovation and productivity can differ. In 13 In equation (2) we also included a measure of environmental patents measured as number of patent applications to the EPO taken from OECD. In an extensive survey, Griliches (1990 Griliches ( , p. 1661 mentions the advantages of using patent statistics as indicators in this kind of analysis. 14 A 20% reduction in EU greenhouse gas emissions from 1990 levels. 15 On the whole, most European countries have fairly high levels of environmental taxation -at least compared to the other OECD countries. Finally, we tested equation 3 including some interaction terms to evaluate the differential impacts of different environmental stringency measures on productivity and innovation:
If α3 is positive then countries with tighter environmental regulation and higher innovation intensity experience faster productivity growth. It is worth to notice that all the environmental stringency measures are mainly related to emission reduction and for this reason might have had a strong impact on a broad range of production techniques and competitive advantages also at the aggregate level. Thus they are particularly suitable for our purposes. IV. Estimation results: is there a double dividend? Table 1   18 shows the estimation results for equation (1) a production function augmented with environmental policy variables to check for the direct impact of environmental regulation on productivity growth. We run fixed effects (columns 1 and 2) and instrumental variables regressions (columns 3 and 4).
Coherently with the empirical production function literature,
19
ICT and NON ICT capital coefficients are positive and statistically significant. As for the EPS index, in line with Albrizio 2014, we find a positive and significant coefficient and the results in columns 2 and 4 suggest that the positive relationship between labor productivity and environmental policy stringency is mainly 17 The choice of the time span is due to homogeneous data availability furthermore we decided to exclude from the analysis the period of the sovereign and financial crisis that somehow could bias the results. 18 In Table 2 driven by the market based component of the composite indicator (eps_mb) (see Chart 2). Policy stringency indicators are lagged since the productivity effects of policy changes might be lagged in time.
The findings in Table 1 suggest that the WVPH cannot be rejected (α3 is positive and significant) and that a deeper investigation of this hypothesis is
warranted. Thus we turn to the analysis of the influence of environmental regulation, as measured by the OECD composite indicators, on ICT capital accumulation and R&D expenditure to investigate for the presence of an indirect channel trough which environmental stringency might affect productivity growth (cfr equation 2).
Chart 2. EPS vs. labour productivity growth: 1995-2008
Source: OECD Table 2 confirms previous results (α2 is positive and significant) showing that "marked based" environmental stringency measures (eps_mb) positively affect ICT capital accumulation and R&D expenditure. Interestingly, command and control (eps_nmb) environmental measures have a significant negative impact on R&D. One possible explanation is that there is a mechanism at work for which the costs of complying with environmental provision on average offset R&D expenditure.
However this result deserves careful consideration since our specification might not capture all relevant market interactions. In what follows, we look at the direct and indirect impact of individual Particularly the coefficient of the environmental taxes is the highest.
Command and control indicators (i.e. Kyoto and Emission targets) are in most
cases not statistically significant (see Table 3 ).
The inclusion of an interaction term between the policy indicators and capital stocks provides additional insights to the analysis (cfr equation 3). With the inclusion of these terms, the estimated coefficients indicate the difference in effects of the variable (ICT) on the dependent variable (Labour productivity) after and before the introduction of the ETS.
The synergy between ETS and ICT is positive and statistically significant (α3 is positive and significant) corroborating the assumption that those countries that are relatively more ICT intensive had higher productivity returns from the introduction of the ETS. Interestingly also the interaction between ICT and Kyoto is positive and significant. Being more ICT intensive mitigates (by the amount of the estimated coefficient) the negative impact of the Kyoto agreement on productivity.
The positive effect of EU environmental measures is robust also when we look at ICT capital accumulation (Table 4 cfr equation 2), in particular we find that the ratification of the Kyoto agreement had a negative and significant influence while the emission target had a positive and significant impact. As for R&D both Kyoto and ETS had a negative and significant impact showing once again that the impact of environmental policies on R&D is somehow difficult to catch at least at aggregate level. Finally we investigate the relationship between a measure of Total Factor Productivity growth and our environmental policy indicators (cfr equation 1).
According to our estimates, multifactor productivity is positively and significantly affected by EPS, probably because of the positive influence of market based policy measures on growth (table 5). The introduction of the European trading system has a positive impact on productivity too. This result supports the idea that the introduction of a "cap and trade" provision is an effective incentive to the country to reduce pollution thus stimulating innovation. Standard errors in parentheses *** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1
Conclusion
In this paper we explore the relationship between environmental policy stringency, productivity and innovation for a panel of EU countries over the period [1995] [1996] [1997] [1998] [1999] [2000] [2001] [2002] [2003] [2004] [2005] [2006] [2007] [2008] . We test for the effect of several measures of environmental policy stringency on productivity and its components.
Our findings support the assumption that restrictive environmental policies did not erode the competitiveness in the EU member economies but instead had a growth-promoting effect. Market based provisions (i.e. ETS, environmental taxes), in particular, had a positive impact on productivity growth via their influence on ICT capital accumulation. Environmental taxes had the largest impact on labour productivity and ICT capital accumulation.
On the other hand, command and control policy measures did not appear to have a statistically significant impact on the countries' growth performances.
The ratification of the Kyoto agreement is the sole exception negatively affecting ICT capital accumulation and R&D expenditure. However, the interaction between ICT and Kyoto is positive and significant supporting the idea that the negative impact on productivity determined by the Kyoto agreement is mitigated by the ICT intensity.
Country-level analysis allowed us to capture the variation both across policies and across outcomes, as well as possible spillover effects. Compared to industry or firm level studies, which suffer from the lack of generality as they usually provide very context-specific conclusions, a country-level approach is best suited for international policy-making.
Our analysis corroborates the assumption that the gradual strategic reorientation of environmental policies in the EU in favor of economic incentives in the period under examination has been more effective in stimulating productivity and innovation than setting explicit directives about pollution control levels or methods. This evidence supports the conjecture that the stringency of environmental policies can be increased without harming economy-wide productivity and that a deeper analysis of the mechanisms through which environmental policy influenced productivity and innovativeness has potentially relevant implication to develop further the European environmental policy agenda. Consistently with the strategic reorientation of environmental policies in the European Union since the end of the 1980s, our results indicate that the EU might privilege the market based instruments in order to meet more effectively the 2030 targets especially through the channels of innovation and productivity enhancement. 
